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Yet I have seen mothers insist on a child of four give up
Ms most treasured toy to a visitor who as often as not is
careless in his treatment of it.
Children should have a certain number of replaceable
possessions, toys, sweets, &c., and hy suggestion and
imitation they should learn to give or lend cheerfully. But
certain things might be considered their own and these
they must be allowed to keep. In any case there seems
no training worth having, or giving, in forcing a child to
be generous.
As children grow older they often grow more possessive
—take great care of their property and bitterly resent
any inspection of it. This fact probably is explained by
an enhanced feeling of self and, perhaps, of the nakedness
of self if unprotected by possessions. At any rate in an
acquisitive society they are apt to hear a man appraised
according to the amount of his possessions.
All the bias of the school should be in favour of helping
these children to learn the joy of giving and sharing.
Children should be encouraged to lend and not blamed
for coming to the rescue with drill shoes, &c., encouraged
to share their knowledge and skill and not to collect marks
and prizes.
At certain times, of course, a child must work by himself
and for himself, but in the school where they take responsi-
bility for their own work there is no difficulty in showing*
them when they must ask for help, when refrain, when they
may work together, when alone.
typical manifestations of natural conduct
Before we leave this preliminary survey of some of the
first urges to the acquisition of experience, knowledge and
skill, it might be worth while to summarize the results by
considering their manifestations in certain typical cMldren,
Take Janet first, aged three and a half, who is always

